Experiments with Utopia [ushistoryong]
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The fown of Amana, bowa oporaded 25 & cormmanal sockety for 39 years.
Moest af ther: seftiors wese InragEnnds wia had kefr Geimoory @ 1547 Al
i Lo Juwa in 1855,

As 19th century Memerics grew larger, ncher, ar;d more diverse, it was also
trying to achleve a culturs that was distingt and not imnitative of any in
Euwrope. At the sarme Lime, the thirst for mdividual improvement kad local
commundtias creating debating dubs, llbrary socleties, and litemry
affociations for the purpose of sharing inberedting and provocelive idesas,
Maybe, people speculated, if any sodety wene completaly reorganizad, It
coubd e regenerated and, ultimately, perfectod. UTORLA, ofiginally & Gresk
word for an imaginary plaos wheare everane and everything is perfect, was
sought In America through the creation of modal commaunities within the
preater cocsaby.

Mozt of the arfginal utopias were
oreated for religlous purposas.
Ome of the earfiest was devised by
GEORGE RAPF, 3 Sarman zealot,
wihvd toak SO0 Tollewers Lo wastar
Fennsytvania ;m 1804, Using
shared funds te perchase land,
the RardITes creabed a2 commune
wheare thioy alated themsalves
from others while waiting for the

The: Shakers hodieve in celiecy in and
ortsidi: of wedlock, theretore Shaker chldren. g i poeso e oEpboe

weee mually orphares gresen T hs ofuneda,
elreme Wiews on Sex anmnd

mamriage, and ther s, literal
interpretaticn of the Bible, they falled to spread goedwill or gain converts,
More hospitable to ther neighbors and able to attract about &,000 members
by the 16305, twenty sucoasstul SAAKER communities fiauerished, They
followed the principles of simplicty, celibacy, cornfnen properly, egual labor
and reward espoused by their founder moTeER AN LEE.
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Rodigious and Lkopian communities dotted the ooumtryside during the
18000,

Gradually, UTOPTAN COMMUNTTITS.
e Lo reflect social perfectibiity
rathar than resgicus purty.
ROBERT WEM, fof exaimple,
believed in economic and poditical
aguality. Those prndples, plus
e absence of 3 particwar
raliglous creed, were the 1525%
founding priniples of kis NEW
HARMOGNT, TNOLANA . COOpErative
that lastad for only two years
before ecanomic Tallune. CHARLES
FOURIER, & French refenmer and phiiosepher, 58 cut the goal of sadal
hammony through volumizary “phalanxes™ that wouold be fres of governmant
interference and ultEnately arise, unite end becorme 8 wniversal perfect
sociehy, JOHN HEMPHRTY BROYES designed OMETOA COMMUMITY [0 upstata New
Yook, Onesdans experimented with group marmage, cormmiunal chikd rearing,
group disdpline, and attermpis to improve the genelic compasition of their
affspring.

Thiz founders of Deook Farm tied to create 2
sooiety of cqualty for it members.

[ eeminn | EeF-rellance, optimism, ndividualism and a disregard
m Tar axterna autherity and traditien characterized cna
of tha maost famous of a8l the Amarican cormemsnal
Cornrmmnite do yoa | SXperifments. BRODK FARM, near Roxbury,

Aind most 2ppealing? | pyornchusetts, was founded to promote human

| furmna Culure and brotherty cooperation. Tt was supposed o
| Araak Farm bestow the highest benefits of inbellectual, physical,
Froithm and maoral educaticn to all ks membars. Through hard

wiork and sifmplicity, those who jeined the eflewship of

New Harmony
i Gaeornge Fipley's farm were supposed to understand
nehi and Bve In social harmony, free of governmant, frea o
R parfect themseives. However, HATHAMIEL HAWTHORNE,
Shuker Wit wrate about his sty hare In THE BLITHEDALT

Wiotad RoMANCE, beft this ubopia dizflusioned. Finally, it was

romantic thmker and strect vegetanan BEomson
ALCOTT, Tather of author LOWDSA MAY ALCOTT, 'Who davoted himsell to tiling the
soil at FRIITLANDS frean June 1844 to January 1845 in the hope that love,
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